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opportunity to show this holistic approach as a principal or-
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and so Zlatko’s mission was overshadowed. His contempo-
raries from central Europe became a  very strong supporting 
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something that seemed so far away: patterns of evolution in the 
plant kingdom. 
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world, stimulated by an ice hockey match in Prague between 
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again, I happened to be in Prague and watched the televised 
match in a very rowdy Prague restaurant. After the game we all 
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demonstrators. Inevitably the crowd got out of order, the Rus-
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I spent many evenings through the 1980s in Prague restaurants with the palaeontology community. On one special occasion 
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Marseillaise �L�Q���+�X�P�S�K�U�\���%�R�J�D�U�W�¶�V���¿�O�P��Casablanca. I tried to keep connections with them to the lightness of open free thinking. 
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Zlatko lost himself in his work. He knew a lot about evo-
lution, and he knew that the best evidence was sourced from 
many disciplines, from palaeoecology, palaeoclimate, leaf 
shape, organs, stomata and much more. I  know it from my 
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It was easy for Zlatko to throw himself into his work 
for the twenty years up to 1989 when a third big international 
political event effected his professional activities. This was 
the peaceful overthrow of the Soviet regime in Prague through 
December of that year. Zlatko’s full list of publications shows 
just how much data he had accumulated by then, with no easy 
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became very busy writing.

This is how science works, though at its best without the 
stimulus of serious political events. The postage stamps, or 
the more beautiful fossils, have to be collected, described and 
named. Nowadays the geneticist does the same with the very 
long sequences of just four nucleotide bases, cytosine, gua-
nine, adenine and thymine. These data are the building blocks 

needed to test any theory of biological relationships. If that theory tests positive then other data from the fossils, or the environ-
ment etc. are needed to give more support; and so on and on. It’s what Zlatko did with our data from Mull and from Svalbard 
and what he did from many other evidence elsewhere. From the early 1990s he had scores of these collaborative projects, some 
of which had gestated in his mind for some time, some developed more spontaneously.
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time and place given for his life into an opportunity for peace and understanding. He had learnt how to be patient and how to 
listen for all the evidence from all the disciplines. Only that way will we learn why and how the chickens cross the road.

 Michael Boulter, London

Text-fig. 3. Zlatko Kva�þek and Michael Boulter during the 
23rd International Geological Congress, Prague, August 1968. 
Private archives of J. Kva�þek.

Text-fig. 4. Zlatko Kva�þek and Magda Konzalová in the Geo-
logical Institute in Prague Suchdol, 1984. Private archives of 
J. Kva�þek.


