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INTRODUCTION

Brittle-stars from the Bohdalec Formation (Upper Berounian, corresponding
with Early Ashgillian) are the youngest known in the Bohemian Ordovician. At
Velkd Chuchle near Praha, a number of well-preserved ophiuroid specimens were
discovered by the famous collector, Mr. Josef Putzker, in greenish-grey claystones
representing the clayey shale facies (HAVLICEK, 1982, p. 125). All the original
brittle-star bodies are dissoluted, and into the voids iron oxides have been pre-
cipitated. The first, and as yet the best one of all specimens donated to National
Museum, Praha was incorrectly assigned by PRANTL (1948) to Bohemura jahni.
In the present article, the latter specimen is stated as the holotype of Taeniaster
bohemicus n. sp. Bohemura jahni does not occur in the Bohdalec Formation.

Further specimens of Taeniaster bohemicus n. sp. are deposited in collections of
the Palaentological Department of the National Museum, Praha (below abbrev. as
NM) and in the collections of the Geological Survey, Praha (below abbrev. as GS):
coll. Chlup&& (NM), coll. Havlata (GS), coll. Putzker (NM), coll. Simak (NM), and
coll. Mikula§ (NM). Specimens of the first three collections come from claystone
facies, Velkd Chuchle near Praha. Rare and very poorly preserved specimens from
the two latter collections have been derived from metro-excavations at Chodovska
Street (Praha 4-Spofilov) where the clayey shale grades laterally into silty or sandy
sediments of the so-called ,, Polyteichus‘‘ facies.

A unique slab of dark-grey micaceous silty shale, with carbonate cement and rich
faunal remains, was discovered by dr. V. Havlicek in the metro-excavations at
Chodovskd Street (Praha 4-Spofilov) in 1970. The slab represents about the mid-
dle part of the Bohdalec Formation, particularly the ,, Onniella michlensis Com-
munity“ confined to the ,, Polyteichus“ facies (see HAVLICEK, 1982, p. 124). It
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