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Some oligopygoids of the genus Haimea Michelin (Echinoidea)
from the Eocene of Cuba
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The study of the oligopygoid Halmea from a well-known Middle Eocene locality
Lama Caoba near San Diego de los Baftos, western Cuba, has shown only three species
to be present. Most frequent is H. alta (ARNOLD et H. L. CLARK, 1927) (synonyms: H.
pentaqona SANCHEZ ROIG, 1953; H. gigantea SANCHEZ ROIG,1953; H. cylindrica SAN­
CHEZ ROIG, 1953 (non Arnold et H. L. Clark, 1927)). The other species, H. subcifliruirica
SANCHEZ ROIG, 1953 and H. sp. are relatively scarce. Thirty three various features
were studied including the volume of test. No significant dif ferences between the
Cuban and the Jama ican specimens of H. alta were ascertained. H. subculindrica is
a member of a group of species distinguished by more or less circular and low tests:
H. rutteni ( PIJPERS) from Bonaire, H. meunieri [LAMBERT) from Senegal, H. lata
[ARNOLD et H. L. CLARK) from Jamaica. Macromorphologically the nearest to H. sub­
culindrtca appears to be H. lata, but there is great difference in the structure of ambu­
lacra beyond petals. H. subculindrica has complex groups of small plates developed
on adradial suture, while there are only simple demiplates in H. lata. Some abnormal
specimens in all species were found; a partial hexamerous variant of H. sp. is of
greatest interest.

In addition to the species from Loma Caoba the material of H. ouumserpetitis
(GUPPY) fr om sanchez Roig's collection was revised. The work resulted in the descrip­
tion of H. r o jast sp. n. based on four specimens coming from three localities of pro­
lJable Late Eocene age [Alcala y Baguanos Holguin ; Sancti Spi ritus, Santa Clara; Finca
La Rabona , Mor6n, Camagiley). The new species shows the most complex structure of
ambulacra beyond the petals known up to date in Haimea.

INTRODUCTION

Oligopygoids we re studied in detail by Kier (1967a ), who ascertained
that they are very promising for the stratigraphy of Middle and Upper
Eocene st rata. Geographica lly , they were known from the Caribbean re­
gion, from the southeastern United States, Mexico, northern South Ame­
ri ca and w estern Africa. The importance of oligopygoids, however, was
greatly accentuated by their recent finds in Greece (Richter et Seibertz
1978). Kier's paper (op. cit. ) included a large number of species belong­
ing to Hatmea and Oligopygus. A certain number of species (l argely from
Cuba), how ever , has remained unrevised, as the original specimens were
not available to Kier . It is the aim of my present paper to add new in­
formati on on some species of Haimea from Cuba, especia lly from the
very rich and now even classical Sanchez Roig's Lama Caoba locality.

The rich material collected by me during 1974-1975 made it possible
to se lect a sufficient number of relatively well preserved specimens,
especially those of Hatmea alta. The dat a concerning the locality, it s
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